The role of Royal Ar llery.
In defence the func on of the ar llery was to cause casual es & damage to the
enemy and to break up their a acks. ‘Harassing’ ﬁre was used to hamper the
enemy’s movements, and disrupt the re-supply and reinforcement of troops in
the front line. So called ‘Chinese barrages’ were ﬁred to make the enemy think
they were about to be a acked causing all of their troops to be ‘stood to’ in the
trenches. There would be no a ack but rest and re-supply would be disrupted and morale lowered.
In a ack barrages would be used to neutralise the enemy as we prepared to a ack. Creeping
barrages, some mes with smoke, were used to lay down ﬁre in front of advancing troops with the
inten on of making the enemy stay in the dug-outs and trenches un l the a ackers were almost upon
them. Shells containing gas could also be ﬁred. Counter ba ery ﬁre was used to reduce the impact of
the enemy’s ar llery on the a acking force by neutralising it.
Ar llery ﬁre could be direct, that is the enemy would be visible to the gunners. The alterna ve was
indirect ﬁre where the guns were further back and shoo ng was directed by a Forward Observa on
Oﬃcer (FOO). He would tell the gun crew where to ﬁre and observe the falling shot, a process known
as ranging. The FOO would then direct the ba ery ﬁre onto the target by giving instruc ons usually
using a ﬁeld telephone. As the war went on ar llery spo ng by balloon and then aircra became
increasingly important. A system of direc ng ﬁre from specially prepared maps was developed by a
Royal Engineer oﬃcer which enabled guns to be ﬁred directly onto targets without ranging.
A full strength Ar llery Brigade would consist of about 800 men,
including 22 oﬃcers. The weapons consisted of six, 18 pounder guns to
each ba ery, named "A" ba ery, "B" ba ery, "C" ba ery [or numbered
sequen ally]. "D" ba ery guns were normally Howitzers which lobbed
their shell high into the air so that it plunged down into trenches.
Royal Field Ar llery equipment.
The 18 pounder quick ﬁring ﬁeld gun was similar in appearance to those used today by the King’s
Troop Royal Horse Ar llery. It ﬁred 3.3inch (84mm) calibre shells, weighing 18.5lb (8.4kg) each. A well
trained crew could ﬁre 30 rounds a minute, to a range of up to 6 miles or more. Four types of shell
were available, High Explosive, Shrapnel (375 lead balls with a burster charge of black powder),
Smoke and Gas. The expression ‘quick ﬁring’ refers to the ammuni on whose propellant charge and
projec le were combined into one unit for easy of handling. Ammuni on for larger calibre guns would
be in two parts, the propellant and the projec le and they take longer to prepare for ﬁring. The gun is
coupled to a 2 wheel cart called a limber which carries the ready to use ammuni on. The limber is
coupled to a team of 3 pairs of horses with a driver on one side of each pair.
An 18 pounder ﬁeld gun had a crew of ten, six of whom operated it in ac on. Each of the men on
the gun have a number. No 1 in command, (usually a Sergeant) and No 2 operates the breech
mechanism. No 3 limbers and unlimbers (with No 2) and ﬁres the gun, No 4 limbers up and unlimbers
ammuni on wagon (with 5 and 6). No 5 and 6 hook in and unhook ammuni on team. No 6 operates
the fuse indicator. No 7 and 8 are reserves at the wagon line and assist with ammuni on and
replacing any casual es on the gun. No 10 the "Coverer" takes over in the event of an injury to No 1,
but looks a er wagon teams in the mean- me. The wagon team were always suscep ble to a ack,
the enemy targeted them because without ammo and horses eﬃciency was greatly aﬀected.
The brigade also had about 65 -70 drivers controlling horse and mule, some with ammuni on
wagons, others with gun and limber spare parts, it could some mes be a hazardous job with the
weather condi ons hampering the drivers ge ng to the guns to re-ammuni on. In condi ons where
mule or horse were bogged down the ammuni on was carried by the men each with 4 rounds in leg
pouches (2 either side) with straps slung over their shoulders. This was very ring work with men
sinking into the mud, some ge ng lost in the dark on the way to gun posi ons, falling into muddied
shell holes, s cking fast, others not ge ng out at all! Gunners and drivers although with the same
brigade usually lived in separate loca ons when in ac on some mes
miles apart.
Large quan es of unexploded WW1 ordnance are s ll turned up by
farmers down the line of the Western Front. They are stacked in the
corners of ﬁelds [see right] to be collected by the local Bomb Disposal
Team. This ‘Iron Harvest’ is very dangerous so please do not touch
them or try to take them home as a souvenir.
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Bombardier John William Stigger DCM MM
B Battery, 106 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery
Killed in action 24 December 1916
Early Days
John William Stigger was born in Kingsdown in 1894. His parents were John Stigger and Eliza
Jane Stigger [nee Blackman] both of whom were born in Kingsdown. The Stigger & Blackman
families were well established in the local area and have been traced back to 1796 [Fawkham] and
1807 [Kingsdown] respectively. John & Eliza married in 1888 and their first child, daughter Emma
was born the following year. She was followed by the birth of Ellen in 1890, Laura in 1891, Elsie
in 1893 and John William in 1894. Sisters Dorothy and Ivy Emily were born after him with brother
George arriving between them.
The 1911 census shows that father John and his son John were employed as farm labourers. With
the exception of Ellen, Laura and Elsie whose names do not appear on the census they all lived at
Maidstone Cottage (2) on London Road. Emma’s status is not given and the 3 youngest children
were at school watched over by Mr Paul Palfreyman the head teacher. Of the three girls whose
names did not appear on the census Ellen was a House Maid in a school at Bickley near Bromley,
Laura was a domestic living at West Lodge, Sevenoaks and Elsie was in service in Sevenoaks as
well.
In 1916 John, then aged 22 years answered Field Marshal Kitchener’s call and joined the Third
New Army and posted to the Royal Field Artillery.
Military service
After his initial training he was assigned to B Battery, 106 Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery.
This was equipped with 18 pounder field guns. The unit was based at Farnborough, Hants. The unit
War diary records that on 29 August 1915 it embarked from Southampton and landed at [Le] Havre
the following day [Each unit kept a diary which recorded in varying degrees of detail its activities
each day but rarely in the case of this unit its precise location].
After several moves they were, by 21 September, based at Vermelles near Bethune. Here they
joined in the bombardment that was the prelude to the Battle of Loos. On 25 September as the
advance commenced the Battery fired 288 rounds during the night and a further 600 during the day.
The unit moved to near Ypres in mid-October and it remained in the Flanders area. Battery
locations included Voormezeele and Ploegsteert where the
Battery Sargeant Major was killed in action.
In July 1916 they were taken out of the line and moved
south to Hangest sur Somme for intensive training . The
staff who would almost certainly have included John were
trained in signalling and wire laying and a course in
‘Communications on the Move’. At some point he had
been promoted first to Lance Bombardier and then to
Bombardier [Corporal] but the dates are not known. Whilst
the wider communications for the army were provided by
the Signals Service of the Royal Engineers the Royal
Artillery were responsible for organising their own signals.
In particular they had to establish and maintain contact,
most usually by telephone, between their forward
observation posts in the front line and the gun lines which
were sited somewhat further back. The telephone lines
were often cut by enemy shell fire and could also be
damaged accidentally. In either event the signals team
would have to venture out, often under fire, to find the
break and repair the damage.
On 5 August they moved to the Maricourt area joining in
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later stages of the Battle of the Somme
supporting the battle for Delville Wood. On
12 August the diary notes that they were
improving gun positions and locating signal
& telephone at La Briqueterie. The following
day it was commented that at Maricourt great
difficulty experienced in maintaining
communications owing to heavy shelling with
communications being broken on the
following two days. In these circumstances a
Bombardier would have been expected to be
out in the field sorting out these problems on
telephone lines up to the front line
Observation Posts [OP] manned by the
artillerymen.

Other family members.
The only other boy in the family, George, was born in 1900 so he was too young to have served
during the war. He emigrated to Canada sailing from Liverpool on 19 April 1924.
Ivy Stigger married Alfred Leopold Rand in December 1942. Alfred joined the 1/24th Battalion,
London Regiment on 9 September 1914 [47th London Division, 142nd (6th London) Brigade]. He
went to France in June 1916 and on to Salonika in December. His unit moved to Egypt in June
1917 and back to France in 1918. Alfred returned to England in February 1919 when he was
discharged. The Medal Roll records the award of the War Medal and Victory Medal holding the
rank of Warrant Officer Class 2. He re-enlisted in the Territorial Force and served in the same
Battalion until 23 December 1921.
Philosophe British Cemetery, Mazingarbe.
18 pounder gun in ac on
From: hellﬁrecorner.co.uk

On 3 September the Battle of Guillemont
opened and the battery supported this. Again forward wires were broken and required repair.
On 21 September forward communications to OP laid and established. At the end of the
month they were relieved. They came out of the line at the end of the month. After a short rest
they went into action at Berthonval Wood in support of actions on Vimy Ridge [finally taken
in April 1917].
On 27 October 1916 a notice in the London Gazette announced that John had been awarded the
Military Medal. No citation was published but announcement of such awards was usually some
three to six month after the date of the action that gave rise to it. This would be about May to
July 1916. At this time the unit were near Ploegsteert in Flanders [see previous page] although
there is nothing in the war diary to pin point what the event might have been.

The cemetery was started in August 1915. In 1916 it was taken over by the 16th (Irish) Division,
who held the Loos Salient at the time, and many of their dead were brought back to the cemetery
from the front line. Succeeding divisions used the cemetery until October 1918, and men of the
same Division, and often the same battalion, were buried side by side.
After the Armistice, this cemetery was one of those used for the concentration of isolated graves
from the Loos battlefield. The bodies of 41 men of the 9th Black Watch were brought from
positions a little West of Loos, and those of 340 officers and men of other Regiments from different
points in the communes of Cambrin, Auchy, Vermelles, Halluch and Loos.
There are now 1,996 Commonwealth burials of the First World War in the cemetery, 277 of them
unidentified.
The cemetery, pictured below, was designed by Sir Herbert Baker.

They left Berthonval Wood and moved to near Mazingarbe at the end of October and were
quickly back into action. The 24th Division operational orders give their location map
reference as G.14.c.60.10. This is the Corons de Rutoire just south of the village of Vermelles.
They were about 5,000 yards from the front line behind a ridge. Fire being directed from a
Forward Observation Post in the trenches close to the front line.
By a remarkable coincidence this is the place at which Gunner Robert Seal, also of West
Kingsdown, was positioned a year earlier.
The diary reveals that on:
1 November. Batteries carried out usual day and night bombardment. This entry repeated for
most days of the month.
27 November. Batteries supported a raid on enemy trenches on VIMY RIDGES following the
successful blowing of a mine in enemy lines which caused considerable casualties. The guns
would have been firing at their maximum range to reach this target.
The battery was relieved by the Lahore Division Artillery on 2 December and John
immediately came home on 10 days leave. He returned to his unit on 12 December where he
found the Battery back in the line and in action at Corons de Rutoire.
On Christmas Day 1916 the Battery recorded that: At 8.0am enemy Heavy Trench Mortars
became very active and a bombardment opened out with 77mm guns at 10.5 am to 10.15am, a
barrage being put up on our supports in … Our artillery replied on enemy Trench Mortar,
communications & support trenches, and a slow barrage was put up on their front line in. The
bombardment quieted down at 10.30am but the Heavy TMs were active throughout the day.
During the course of this bombardment John was hit on the head by a piece of German shell
and rendered unconscious he died a few minutes later [see page 3]. He was buried at the
nearby Philosophe British Cemetery, [Plot 1, row K, grave 41] where he remains to this day.
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Visi ng the area.
Journey me from Calais to Loos via the E26 is just over an hour. Toll payable about 7 Euros.
To get an overview of the area ﬁrst visit the look out at Dud Corner CWGC cemetery 50.460040, 2.771200
Then move on to Corons de Rutoire 50.477908, 2.746625.
Philosophe Cemetery co-ordinates are 50.47092, 2.74168
Recommended reading is Major & Mrs Holt’s Ba leﬁeld Guide to the Western Front - North.
Hotels: Best Western La Metairie, Gosnay near Bethune or Hotel La Maison Rouge, Noeux-les-Mines.
Credits.
Images & quota ons as credited.
Images not credited from the author’s collec on.
Trench map - McMaster University with addi ons by the author.
Mar n W Stoneham MInstRE, Military Historian.
West Kingsdown. December 2016.
mar n@stoneham.org h p://www.stoneham.org
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The aftermath
A few days later Mrs Stigger received a letter from the Major
commanding the Battery: ‘Dear Madam, I deeply regret to have to
inform you that your Son, Bombardier J Stigger, was hit on the
head with a piece of German shell at 12 midday yesterday, 24th.
He was instantly rendered unconscious, and died a few minutes
later… I feel I must take the opportunity of expressing my deepest
sympathy on behalf of all ranks in the battery, by whom he was
held in the highest esteem.’
In a further letter to a Mr Crouch dated 7th January came more and
surprising news: ‘Dear Sir, Your letter to hand tonight. Would you
kindly inform Mrs Stigger that her son, Bombardier John Stigger,
has been awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for gallant
conduct whilst at Ypres and on the Somme. His name appeared in
the London Gazette dated January 3rd 1917. He was my chief
telephonist, and one of the best all-round men that I have met in
my 16 years’ soldiering.’
The citation for John’s award reads: For conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty. He showed marked courage and coolness
under heavy fire throughout the operations. In August and
September communications problems were specifically mentioned
in the diary which coupled with this award is suggestive of John’s
role at this time in the course of the Battle of the Somme.

Quota on the headstone is:
The souls of the righteous
are in the hand of God.

In addition to his DCM & MM John was awarded the 1915 Star, Victory Medal and the British
War Medal. In April 1917 his father was sent a payment of £12 18s 5d being the balance of pay
held on John’s account. In September 1919 the family received a further £10 10s by way of his
War Gratuity.

Right:
Medal Index Card Ancestry.co.uk

Below:
Register of Eﬀects Ancestry.co.uk

Army Form B, 104 - No ﬁca on of death.
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In 1916 they suffered in the German gas attack at Wulverghem [Belgium] and then moved to The
Somme seeing action in The Battle of Delville Wood and The Battle of Guillemont [these are
phased of the Battle of the Somme 1 July to 18 November 1916]. In 1917 they were in action at
The Battle of Vimy Ridge in the Spring, The Battle of Messines in June and Third Battle of Ypres
in October before moving south where they were in action during The Cambrai Operations when
the Germans counter attacked.

Distinguished Conduct Medal [DCM]
The DCM was instituted in 1854 to recognise
"distinguished, gallant and good conduct" by troops
fighting in the Crimean War (1854-56). The oldest
British gallantry medal it was awarded to NCOs and
other ranks and for them was then ranked second only
to the Victoria Cross [Instituted in 1857]. The medal
was discontinued in 1993 by which time 29,800 had
been awarded.
In the early part of World War One [WW1] it was
becoming apparent that there was a need for a third
level bravery award to complement the VC & DCM
and to reduce the risk of the prestige of those DCMs
already awarded being devalued. This comment is
perhaps better understood by knowing that 25,000
DCMs (80%) were won in the First World War
whereas only 1,900 were awarded in the Second World
War.

In 1918 they were in action on the Somme and The Battle of Cambrai and the Final Advance in
Picardy. At the Armistice the Division were in the line 1.5 miles east of the Maubeuge-Mons road.
They moved back to the area between Denain and Douai at the end of November moved to St
Amand-Orchies, then on the 18th of December the Division moved to Tournai for demobilisation,
which was completed by 26 March 1919.
The Division suffered a loss of 35,362 killed, missing and wounded.
History
 The brigade was originally comprised of A, B, C and D Batteries RFA and the Brigade
Ammunition Column. The batteries were all armed with four 18-pounder field guns.
Both images from wikimedia

In rare cases a bar [a second medal] was awarded, 491 in WW1 and
exceptionally a second bar. 10 were recorded in WW1. It should also be
noted that almost 6 million mainly men served in the British Army in
WW1 so the award gallantry medals always remained very exceptional.

 On 13 May the Brigade Ammunition Column left, being merged into the 24 Divisional
Ammunition Column.
 On 13 May 1916 D Battery left, becoming the A Battery of 109 Brigade. The D (Howitzer)
Battery of that brigade joined in its place.
 On 3 October 1916 the field gun batteries were made up to six guns each: two-gun sections
from what had been A Battery of 109 Brigade joined A and B Batteries respectively, and C
Battery was joined by a section from 109 Brigade's B Battery.

Military Medal [MM]
This medal for other ranks and the Military Cross for officers below the
rank of Major and some Warrant Officers was instituted on 25 March
1916. It was back dated to 1914. Over 115,000 were awarded in WW1
with 5,700 bars and 180 second bars. There was also a single instance of a
third bar to a stretcher bearer in WW1.

 D (Howitzer) Battery was also brought up to six howitzers by the arrival of a section of two
from C (Howitzer) Battery of 108 Brigade on 27 January1917.

From March 1916 the DCM, therefore, became a much more difficult
medal to win.
CVI or 106 Brigade RFA
This unit was formed as part of the raising of Field Marshal Lord
Kitchener’s Third New Army, K3. It was officially designated as
CVI Brigade but is more usually referred to as 106 Brigade in
orders and on other war time documents. It was part of 24 Infantry
Division and worked closely with 107, 108 & 109 (Howitzer)
Brigades RFA under the overall control of the Divisional
Commander Royal Artillery [CRA].
The Division assembled in the Shoreham [Sussex] area although
there is a possibility that 106 Brigade may have been positioned in
the Brighton & Hove area. Initially things were somewhat chaotic
as these new recruits had very few trained officers and NCOs to
look after them, no equipment and a lack of properly organised
billets. They moved to Aldershot in June 1915.
It concentrated in the area between Etaples and St Pol on 4
September and a few days later marched across France into the
reserve for the British assault at Loos, with the guns going into
action on 21 September. The infantry who joined the battle on the
night of the 25th suffered very heavy losses. [Refer to the
document on Pte Richard Wilson of this parish for more
information.]
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Philosophe
cemetery

Bombardier with ﬁeld
telephone.
From:
royalﬁeldar lleryww1.
blogspot.co.uk

Dud Corner
cemetery

B Ba ery’s posi on in December 1916. The red lines indicate the German front line & trenches.
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