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Second Lieutenant Frederick Leslie Warland 
East Surrey Regiment. 

Killed in ac on 25 March 1918, aged 22.  Arras Memorial [Bay 6]. 
 

Early Days 
(Frederick) Leslie Warland was the only son of Canon Frederick William Warland MA and Laura Warland 
[nee Pink].  He was born in [West] Kingsdown on 11 February 1898.  Canon Warland was the Rector of 
Saint Edmund King and Martyr, Kingsdown.  The couple also had two daughters, Laura born in 1897 and 
Margaret Elizabeth born on 16 June 1900.  Mrs Laura Warland died ten days a er Margaret’s birth.   

When the census was taken in 1901 the family were living in Portobello House, [later Kingsdown House, 
now demolished] Fawkham Road, the home of 73 year old widower Edward Pink who was Canon 
Warland’s father-in-law.  Also living at the house was 30 year old Annie Allen described as a Nurse 
Domes c.  On 14 April 1903 Canon Warland married Annie Allen at St Margaret’s, Oxford.  A couple of 
years later on 25 April, Annie gave birth to their son Allan William. 

The 1911 census records that the Canon, his wife Annie, his daughter Margaret and their son Allan were 
living at the Rectory [now Abbey Court Nursing Home].  Leslie, as he was known in the family, was then a 
boarder at King’s School, Rochester where he remained un l the summer term of 1916.  A Prefect and 
Head of School he excelled at sport playing in the Cricket 2nd Eleven and the Football 1st Team 1914-15 & 
1915-16 [see image 1].  He rose to the rank of Corporal in the school OTC [Officer Training Corps].  A er 
leaving school he was a Non-collegiate student at the University of Oxford.  Non-collegiate students were 
members of the University but not members of a college, thus avoiding [what were considered for many] 
the prohibi ve costs of a ending an 
Oxford college.   

Leslie enlisted as a Private [Regt. No. 
27652] in the Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry at Oxford 
on 6 June 1916.  Accepted for admission 
to No 6 Officer Cadet Ba alion he joined 
it at Balliol College, Oxford on 5 October 
1916. He was discharged from there to 
commission on 24 January 1917.  On 5 
February 1917 he was recorded in the 
London Gaze e as having been 
commissioned into the East Surrey 
Regiment as a Second Lieutenant [2nd Lt] 
Special Reserve.  His ini al pos ng would 
have been to the 3rd [Reserve] Ba alion.  
On 13 March he and another 2nd Lt 
joined the 13th Ba alion of the regiment 
in France.  

13th Ba alion, East Surrey Regiment [120 Brigade. 40 Division] 

The Ba alion [Bn] had arrived in France on 4 June 1916.  On 13 March 1917 they were in the front-line just 
south of Bouchavesnes.  Each period of duty in the line being 3 days alterna ng with the 14 Bn Argyle & 
Sutherland Highlanders [14 A&S Highlanders].  It was an immediate bap sm of shell fire with RSM Seymour 
DCM being killed by a shell burst that same evening and further shelling the next evening as well.   

Informa on had been received that the enemy were about to retreat to the Hindenburg Line, their new 
defensive line.  The 14 A&S Highlanders were in the line on the 17th as the Germans withdrew and they 
began to push forward.  The following day the Bn advanced and on the 19th occupied the village of 
Alliances crea ng a forward posi on to its east.  This must have all seemed very exci ng par cularly to 
Leslie and the other recently arrived 2nd Lts. They were relieved on 20 March and withdrawn to become 
part of the XV Corps Reserve.  On 24 March summer me was adopted.   For the first half of April they 
were employed on the construc on of the Maricourt – Ferme Rouge – Peronne railway under the 
supervision of the 4th Army Railway Construc on Company, Royal Engineers.   [Con nues on page 3] 

The East Surrey Regiment. 
   The Regiment can trace its history back to 1702 when it was formed by George Villier in the West 
Country.  Named Villier’s Marines a er its first Colonel its name changed as new Colonels took 
command.  They were engaged in the figh ng at Gibraltar during the War of Spanish Succession [1707
-1714]. In 1715 the Regiment was removed from the Marines and became the 31st Regiment of Foot.  
A second Ba alion of was established in 1756.  They fought in the American War of Independence at 
the Ba le of Saratoga.  In 1782 they were designated the 70th Surrey Regt then renamed as  the 70th 
Glasgow Lowland Regt in 1812 rever ng to the Surrey Regt tle in 1825. 

   In 1881 [Childers Reforms] the 31st & 70th were amalgamated and became the 1st & 2nd Ba alions 
of the East Surrey Regt.  A 3rd (Mili a) Ba alion was formed from the 1st Royal Surrey Mili a as well, 
it was a reserve ba alion.  This later became part of the Territorial Force [Haldane Reforms] with the 
4th (Mili a) Ba alion.  The Barracks, Kingston upon Thames served as their regimental depot.   

   The 2nd Ba alion saw ac on in the Sudan in 1884 and the Anglo-Boer War taking part in the Ba le 
of Colenso and the Relief of Ladysmith and other ac ons. One of the men was awarded a Victoria 
Cross in the South African campaign.  Moved to India in 1903 they remained there un l the outbreak 
of the First World War. 

   In 1914 the 1st Bn, then based in Dublin were mobilised and sent to France being in ac on by the 
end of August.  The 2nd Bn returned from India and arrived in France in January 1915.  As with the 
rest of the army the regiment expanded considerably.  A further twelve ba alions were formed with 
the 1/5th & 1/6th serving in India and the Middle East. The New Army ba alions: 7th, 8th, 9th, 12th, 
& 13th all served in France.  The remainder including the  3rd (Reserve) Bn were based in England.  
Seven VCs were awarded to the regiment during the war. 

   A er the Armis ce most of the Bns returned to England but the 1st Bn was sent to Murmansk, 
Russia as part of a force suppor ng the ‘White’ Russian Army against the Russian Communist Army.   

   The Regiment reverted to its pre-war structure.  A er its foray into Russia the 1st Bn found itself in 
Egypt, Hong Kong, India and the Sudan between the wars.  The 2nd Bn was also overseas in Turkey, 
Ireland, Gibraltar and Shanghai. 

   The outbreak of the Second World War saw three Ba alions sent to France.  The 1st and the 1/6th 
were eventually taken off the beaches at Dunkirk.  The 2/6th were driven back to the coast and forced 
to surrender at St Valery.  The 2nd Ba alion were  in Singapore and in the final days formed the 
‘Bri sh Ba alion’ with the Leicestershire Regiment eventually surrendering on 15 February 1942.  
Very few of the, then, remaining soldiers survived cap vity in the hands of the Japanese Army. 

   The 1st and 1/6th Ba alions went on to fight with dis nc on in North Africa, Sicily and Italy.  They 
were at the Ba le of Monte Cassino.  The 1st Ba alion finished the war on the River Po in Italy and 
the 1/6th were sent to Greece at the end of 1944. 

   Rever ng to two Ba alions a er the war they saw service in Austria, Greece, Pales ne, Egypt, 
Somalia, Libya, Cyprus and the Bri sh Army of the Rhine [BAOR] in Germany.  During this me the two 
Ba alions were amalgamated to retain the iden es of the 31st and 70th Regiments of Foot from 
whom they had been born. 

   In 1959 The East Surrey Regiment was amalgamated with the Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey) 
to form The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment.  They went on to serve in Aden and the BAOR.  1966 saw 
further major changes within the Army resul ng in the amalgama on of the Regiment with The Buffs 
(Royal East Kent Regiment) - 3rd Foot; The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment - 50th & 97th 
Foot; The Royal Sussex Regiment - 35th & 107th Foot and The Middlesex Regiment (Duke of 

Cambridge’s Own) - 57th & 77th Foot to form The 
Queen’s Regiment.   

   In 1992 The Queen’s Regiment was amalgamated 
with The Royal Hampshire Regiment to form The 
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (Queen’s and 
Royal Hampshires).  

Image 1  King’s School Rochester 
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Trained as an Architect [ARIBA] he was commissioned into 
the Royal Engineers as a 2nd Lt in 1941 comple ng his war 

me service in the rank of Captain in 1941.  

Laura Mary Warland married Maurice Buchanan-Brown at 
Alleppey, Kerala in India in 1928. She died at Hindhead, 
Surrey in 1956.  They had one child, a son, John who a er 
gradua ng from Cambridge became an author and 
translator. 

Canon Warland died at Norton Court, Chart Su on in 1941 
aged 82.  This very highly regarded and popular Rector has 
a road named a er him in the village.  Annie, his wife, died 
in 1950 and Margaret, who was unmarried, in 1963. 

Medals & Memorials 

2nd Lt Frederick Leslie Warland was awarded the Bri sh War Medal and the Victory Medal both of which 
were sent to his father.  In addi on to his name being inscribed on the Arras Memorial to the Missing he is 
also listed in the Oxford University Roll of Honour.  His name appears on the 1914-1918 Memorial Board at 
the King’s School and on the School’s 1914-1918 War Memorial in the Lady Chapel of Rochester Cathedral 
[Image 5].  The names and ages of all those who gave 
their lives during the Great War are read out at the 
School’s annual Service of Remembrance in the 
Cathedral. 

He is named on the village War Memorial, the 1914-18 
plaque in the church and the brass plate in the Vestry. 

Visi ng the area 

The Somme ba lefield area is extensive, a 
good base is the town of Albert where there 
is also a Museum.  
The area between Sapignies and Favreuil is 
easily accessed.  There is a good farm track 
across the ba lefield, go ini ally to co-
ordinates 50.126385, 2.853608 from 
Favreuil which places you on about the 
German front line. The line first held be A, B 
& C Coys is ahead of you.  Drive onto this 
ridge and you can see the village of 
Sapignies in front of which A, B & C Coys. 
Recommended reading is Major & Mrs 
Holt’s Ba lefield Guide to the Somme . 
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Map 1 & 2:  Wikipedia. 
Map 3:  Na onal Archives with overlay by 
Author. 
War Diary & 2nd Lt Warland’s file:  Na onal 
Archives 
History of the East Surrey Regiment, N&MP Ltd. 
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The Italian Campaign of the First World War 

At the opening of the First World War the Italians were ini ally allied to the Triple Alliance with Ger-
many & Austria-Hungary [later joined by Bulgaria and the O oman Empire].  They did not, however, 
join them at the start of the war preferring to remain neutral to see how things went.  On 26 April 
1915 the Italian’s sided with the Tripe-Entente of Britain, France & Russia. 

This resulted in the li le-known but fiercely fought war between Italy and Austria-Hungary.  It was 
fought along the mountainous fron er between the two countries.  The dangers faced by the troops 
came from enemy fire and avalanches with 10,000 soldiers from both sides being killed by the la er 
in December 1916. 

The Ba le of Capore o   [also known as the Twel h Ba le of the Isonzo ]  

The Twel h Ba le of the Isonzo River [also known as the Ba le of Capore o] took place in 1917 
commencing on 24 October and ending on the 19 November.  The nine Austrian divisions were 
joined by six German divisions including specialist trained in the use of gas and flame throwers.  At 
the start of the ba le the Italian trenches were smothered with a dense cloud of poisonous gas 
which due to the calm condi ons hung about in the valleys.  The Italian gas masks only offered two 
hours protec on so the Italians has ly withdrew.  The follow up bombardment from mortars and 
ar llery on the front and rear lines caught the reserves advancing to hold the line.   

The Italian forces really did not regain the ini a ve and were constantly pressed back un l they 
reached the Piave River.  By this me with their extended lines of supply and the physical exhaus on 
of their troops the Austrian and German forces completely lost momentum.  The Italians were now 
able to hold the line and put pressure on the enemy as they were reinforced by five Bri sh divisions 
and six French divisions transferred  from the Western Front.   

This was, then, the greatest defeat in the history of Italy with some 10,000 killed, 30,000 wounded 
and 265,000 lost as prisoners of war together with much military hardware and stores. 

24 October 

19 November 

24 October 

19 November 
at River Piave 

Map 1 Ba le of Capore o 24 October to 19 November 1917 

Image 6  War Office Telegram 
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March 25th: At 3.30am a party of Wilts [Wiltshire Regt] under 2 officers re red through our lines and 
at 4.30am it was discovered that both flanks of the Bn were open; D Coy having received orders to 
conform to the movements of their right hand flank fell back. The rest of the Bn with the excep on of 
the CO [Commanding Officer Lt Col Brown] and C Coy withdrew to the ridge at SAPIGNIES at 5.30am. 
The enemy commenced an a ack on the line held by C Coy and a few machine gunners but were 
repulsed and held up un l 10.30am when the CO finding that the enemy were ge ng round both 
flanks as well as a acking frontally gave orders to re re, only the CO and 1 NCO escaped. This stand 
by C Coy gave great assistance to the Hampshires who were digging a line in front of BIHUCOURT, and 
also saved the guns at ACHIET-LE GRAND which but for this stand would have been captured. The rest 
of the Bn under CAPT. WALKER helped to hold a line between SAPIGNIES and BIHUCOURT but 
withdrew to the BIHUCOURT line at 1pm where they dug in on a line to support the Hampshires, here a 
stand was made the Bn also suppor ng a counter a ach made by the Hants on BIHUCOURT WOOD. 

Lts DAVENPORT, COPP, LINFORD and GOULDING were wounded, 2/Lt WARLAND wounded and 
missing and 2/Lt JOHNS & LT DAWSON missing. 

On 26 March the Bn withdrew to Bucqoy and then out of the ba le area to near Bienvillers where 
they were able to have a much needed but short lived rest.  2nd Lt Leslie Warland was regarded as 
missing presumed dead.  Bodies were and, indeed are s ll recovered from the area of the Western 
Front but Leslie Warland was never found.  Only 5 of the men of the Bn who were killed in ac on over 
the two days have been iden fied, the remaining 36 names are recorded on the Arras Memorial 
including that of Leslie.  He is officially described as having served in the 3 Bn a ached to the 12 Bn. 

On 19 April they had moved 
back into the line at 
Gouzeaucourt Wood.  That 
night they improved their 
defences on the north eastern 
edge of the wood with barbed 
wire.  A strong-point was also 
created with the unit being 
under spasmodic shell fire.  On 
the 21st D and C companies 
advanced from here to Fi een 
Ravine [now the site of a 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery] with a view to 
launching an a ack on Villers 
Plouich.  The idea being to take 
a nearby enemy strong-point which the 14 A&S Highlanders made an eventually unsuccessful a empt to 
do.  During the night the E. Surreys were tasked to dig a trench forward from Fi een Ravine.  Enemy 
snipers were busy and 3 officers including Leslie and also 4 other ranks were wounded.  One of the officers 
later died.  Leslie had a sprained ankle and suffered shell concussion and was evacuated from the front 
line.  

Le ers to his parents from 25 April to 25 May show that he was at the Bri sh Red Cross Hospital, Rouen.  
Whilst here he was allowed out of the hospital to the town. 

On 5 June he was put aboard the St David at Boulogne and arrived in Dover the following morning.  From 
here he went to the American Hospital, 98 Lancaster Gate, London.  Leslie was granted leave of absence 
un l 9 July.  He appeared before Medical Boards on 18 June and 5 July both of which confirmed his leave 
and return to the 4th Bn at Saltash a er his leave.  This was a training camp and Leslie was Officer in 
Charge of the firing range at nearby Tregantle Fort.  The diagnosis was given as sprained ankle, shell 
concussion and trench fever on both occasions.    [con nues on page 5] 

Image 3. Leslie [centre with s ck] at Tregantle Camp. 

Image 2 Hospital Ship St David 

The A ermath 

There is li le doubt that his family would have been 
devastated by the fact that he was missing and later presumed 
dead.  An image of the fateful telegram can be seen on the 
opposite page, it reads: To: Warland Kingsdown Rectory 
Sevenoaks. Regret 2/Lt F L Warland East Surrey Regt missing 
March Twenty Fi h. No details known. Secretary War Office.  

It’s highly probable that they would have hoped that, perhaps 
he had been taken prisoner, and might eventually come home.  
On 20 February 1919 a le er from the War Office confirmed 
their worst fears.  Canon Warland responded to this on the 
25th saying that he had heard from Lt Dawson.   Dawson had 
met Private O’Hare and learned from him that when he last 
saw 2nd Lt Warland he had seized a dead man’s rifle and was 
using it against the Germans but he did not know what 
subsequently happened to him. 

In 1923 Canon Warland had, what is now the clergy vestry on 
the south side of St Edmund’s church, erected in memory of his 
son.  There is a metal plate to this effect in the vestry.   

The Family 

Canon Warland con nued as Rector re ring a er 44 years’ 
service in 1938.  He moved to Hollingbourne with his wife 
Annie and daughter Margaret.   

By this me their son Allan was living in Maidstone married to 
Freda and they had a daughter Elizabeth and a son Peter who 
later served in the Royal Ar llery and subsequently became a 
Royal Navy Chaplain.  Allan who had also a ended King’s 
School and went on to Magdalen College, Oxford.  

Image 4  2nd Lt Warland.   
Image 5  King’s School Memorial Plaque, Rochester Cathedral 
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On 31 July 1917 at Devonport he was again before a Medical Board and assessed as having recovered and 
being fit for General Du es. 

12th Ba alion, East Surrey Regiment [122 Brigade. 41 Division] 

The next record in which he appears is the nominal role of Officers of the 12 Bn who served in France, 
including Italy. This shows that 2nd Lt Warland disembarked in France on 6 November 1917.  He joined the 
Bn on 10 November as they were preparing to travel to Italy.  They arrived in Italy on 1 December shortly 
a er the conclusion of the Ba le of Capore o [see page 3] which saw the Italian Army retreat to the river 
Piave.  They went into the front line on the river Piave and immediately began to improve the trenches 
and defences.  The provision of overhead cover from ar llery fire being a priority.  The rou ne of rota ng 
in and out of the front line was maintained and they were unlucky to spend Christmas Day at the front.  
Casual es and a few deaths arose from enemy ar llery but there was no significant figh ng.  Time out of 
the line was spent on training.  The weather was very frosty at mes.  On 25 February the Bn were warned 
to prepare to return to France.   

1 March 1918 they were withdrawn from the front and sent back to France. They arrived at Doullens 5 
March and remained out of the line in training, Leslie was then with C Company.  Towards the end of the 
month informa on was received about the impending major a ack by the German Army – the Spring 
Offensive or Kaiserschlacht [Kaiser’s Ba le].  The Bn were ordered to be prepared to advance at short 
no ce which they did towards Sapignies near Bapaume on 22 March.  The landscape here, which had 
previously been fought over was shell cratered, but open country. We now turn to the unit’s War Diary: 

March 24th: Enemy shelling throughout the day in Bn area, considerable aerial ac vity on the part of the 
enemy, very li le seen of our aeroplanes throughout the day. At 6pm the Bn received orders to withdraw 
to a line in front of SAPIGNIES, the withdrawal took place immediately a er dark, the Bn dug in on a line 
behind FAVREUIL A, B & C Coys in front line, D Coy taking up a line on the BAPAUME-ARRAS road. A le er 
of apprecia on was received from the GOC 41 Div for the good work done on the 23rd March. [Their 
orders were to hold this posi on for as long as possible.]   [Con nues on page 6] 

German 1918 Spring Offensive.  Kaiserschlacht [Kaiser’s Ba le] or Ludendorff Offensive. 

Towards the end of 1917, despite the stalemate on the Eastern Front,  the German high command 
found itself in a par cularly favourable situa on.  It was felt that the October Revolu on and the 
subsequent disintegra on of the Russian Army would allow them to substan ally reinforce the 
Western Front by withdrawing divisions from the Eastern Front.  On 3 March 1918 the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk was forced on a reluctant Soviet government which ended the war between Germany & 
Russia.  

General Ludendorff’s plan created in the autumn of 1917 to strike a massive blow on the Western 
Front swung into ac on with an extra 50 Divisions [about 875,000 men] moved from the east.  The 
offensive opened with Opera on Michael on 21 March which saw the Germans overwhelm the Bri sh 
forces in the Somme area [see map].  Their advance on a wide front saw the Bri sh fall back up to 35 
miles in some disarray.  Amiens came under threat and the Bri sh put a large numbers of reserves into 
the line to fill the breach. 

When the assault on the Somme stalled the Germans then launched an a ack on the border of 
Belgium & France where, for much of April, the Ba le of the Lys took place with further ground lost.  
They subsequently turned their a en on to the valley of the river Aisne which lies west of Reims.   

Throughout these offensives the Germans would bring up, under cover of darkness, heavy ar llery, 
ammuni on and troop reinforcements.  Their tac cs were to launch an extremely heavy 
bombardment for a few hours prior to an a ack. This would be in three phases, firstly on command 
posts and communica ons trenches, secondly on the ar llery with counter-ba ery fire and finally on 
the front-line defences.  At this point a large mass of troops would advance behind the barrage of shell 
fire.  The leading troops referred to as ‘Storm Troopers’ or ‘Shock Troops’ would bypass strong points 
leaving them to be cleared up by following troops.  Whilst this was very successful the down side was 
that their storm troops moved forward so quickly that they began to run out of ammuni on and other 
supplies.  For food they relied upon what they could plunder from the abandoned Bri sh lines and the 
overrun supply dumps.   
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